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We reviewed states most recently released cancer plans for inclusion of sexual and gender minorities 
(SGM). Plans were assessed for health disparity information, data collection, 

and action areas (prevention, screening, treatment, survivorship). 

Of 51 State Comprehensive Cancer Plans, 8 US Territory/Pacific Island Jurisdiction Cancer Plans, 
and 8 Tribes/Tribal Organization Cancer Plans:

.. 

• 

1 7 states and 1 tribal organization
address SGM populations

Address SGM 

Do Not Address SGM 

14 contained information related to health disparities in SGM populations
6 discussed data collection to assess SGM populations and cancer risk 
3 outlined strategies for cancer prevention among SGM populations
2 provided tools for cancer screening among SGM populations
2 contain treatment methods for SGM populations
1 provided strategies related to survivorship for SGM populations

Alaska 
Arkansas
Connecticut 
DC 
Idaho 
Iowa 
Louisiana 
Maryland 
Nebraska
Nevada 
New York 
North Carolina 
Oregon Utah 
Vermont 
Virginia
West Virginia 
Fon du Lac Band of 
Lake Superior 
Chippewa Tribe



How were SGM included across comprehensive cancer plans? 

14 contained information related to health disparities in SGM 
populations 

Health disparity information discussed SGM as an at-risk population using national and state-specific data. 
Topics included risk behavior, barriers, cancer prevalence, and related adverse health conditions among SGM 
communities. 

Example(s)

In Utah, smoking rates are higher among the LGBTQ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer) community 
than the heterosexual community. Cigarette smoking prevalence is 16.2% among homosexuals and other 
members of the LGBTQ community and 10% for heterosexuals. 

-Utah Comprehensive Cancer Prevention and Control Plan 2016-2020

The specific preventive and health care needs of members of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer 
(LGBTQ) community have overwhelmingly been overlooked in the past. [ ... ] LGBTQ people smoke cigarettes at a 
rate that is 68% higher than the rest of the population. Additionally, LGBTQ people face continued discrimination 
and stigma within health care settings. 

-Iowa Cancer Plan 2018-2022

6 discussed data collection to assess SGM populations and 
cancer risk 
Information on data collection with SGM populations included identification of gaps in data collection and goals 
for future inclusion. 

Example(s)

“BRFSS and YVS collect data on a variety of risk behaviors annually…”     ‘..challenges include 
inconsistent inclusion of optional questions in BRFSS and VYS, delay in including data  on emerging risk factors 
such as LGBTQ cancer risk and burden…”

-Virginia Cancer Plan 2018-2022

GOAL 1: Increase and analyze the data available on vulnerable (underserved) populations, to include but not be 
limited to: persons with disabilities; Hispanic residents; and lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT ) 
residents.

-Delaware, The Next Five-Year Plan, 2017-2021

Visits with primary care physicians are important, as the majority of patients will be screened or be recommended 
for screening during these visits. If an LGBT patient feels that she or he will be treated unfairly or poorly because 
of their identity, they may not visit a primary care physician, and therefore may not receive the recommended 
screenings. To engage this issue, provider education on LGBT cultural competence is increasingly important.

-Louisiana Comprehensive Cancer Control Plan, 2017-2021 



"Visits with primary care physicians are important, as the majority of patients will be screened or be 
recommended for screening during these visits. If an LGBT patient feels that she or he will be treated 
unfairly or poorly because of their identity, they may not visit a primary care physician, and therefore 
may not receive the recommended screenings. To engage this issue, provider education on LGBT 
cultural competence is increasingly important:' 

-Louisiana Comprehensive Cancer Control Plan, 2017-2021

2 provided tools for cancer screening among SGM populations 
Virginia and Louisiana were the only states that addressed strategies for cancer screening through education with 
SGM communities and training for healthcare providers.

Example(s)

3 outlined strategies for cancer prevention among SGM 
populations 
Idaho, Virginia, and North Carolina plans contained suggestions and tools for cancer prevention among SGM 
communities through education and strategy promotion, such as: 

Example(s)

Strategy 6.2 b. Provide education to physicians and other healthcare providers on issues related to cervical 
cancer screening in LGBTQ communities. 

-Virginia Cancer Plan 2018-2022

Support and promote implementation of evidence-based strategies to decrease disparities in gender, 
racial/ethnic populations, LGBT people and rural communities related to tobacco use. 

-Idaho Comprehensive Cancer Strategic Plan 2016-2020
How were SGM included across comprehensive cancer 
plans? 

3 plans contain treatment strategies for SGM populations 
New York, Alaska, and Louisiana discuss treatment strategies for SGM through cultural competency training and 
engagement. 

Example(s)

Objective 4.1: Provide the highest quality of cancer care and support for all patients and their families. [ ... ] 

Strategy 9: Increase engagement with LGBTQ cancer survivors and provide training for welcoming oncology 
offices. 

-Alaska Comprehensive Cancer Control Plan 2016-2020



Other Highlights 
(Appendix A) The Louisiana Comprehensive Cancer Control Plan (2017-2021) contains a "A Spotlight on Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender (LGBT) Health and Cancer". This provides a thoughtful, in-depth look into cancer 
risk in the LGBT community. 

(Appendix B) The Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa plan includes a narrative on cancer caregivers for 
SGM community members that highlights life at the intersection of Indigenous and LGBT identity. 

Two states discussed SGM in previous cancer plans, but did not in the current cancer plan. It is essential that 
states both include content related to SGM and ensure the sustainability of this information in future plans. 
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The National LGBT Cancer 
Network 136 West 16 St. #1E 
New York, NY 10011 
212-675-2633
cancer-network.org 

1 plan provided strategies related to survivorship for SGM 
populations
Utah was the only state that contained a strategy for addressing survivorship among SGM populations. 

Example(s)

Strategy C: Improve access to treatment options, symptom management, and follow-up care for cancer survivors. 
[ ... ] Support partners in developing specific patient navigation programs addressing the needs of disparate 
populations including adolescent and young adult survivors, rural and frontier populations, racial and ethnic 
minorities, LGBTQ individuals, etc.,

-Utah Comprehensive Cancer Prevention and Control Plan 2016-2020



Appendix A:
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